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Nevada adds jobs in December, Unemployment rate falls 
CARSON CITY, NV - According to the Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation’s (DETR) 
December 2021 economic report, Nevada added 3,700 jobs over the month as the state continues to recover 
from the COVID pandemic. Employment remains below typical levels, but is up 94,700 jobs since December 
2020, an annual increase of 7.4 percent. The total employment level in the state is 1,372,200. The state’s 
unemployment rate in December is 6.4 percent, decreased by 0.5 from 6.9 percent in November and 
decreased by 1.8 percentage points when compared to December 2020. 

“I am pleased to see December’s employment numbers. The large increase in employment over the year reflects 
Nevada’s ongoing recovery from the COVID recession and the growth in varied industries throughout the state 
is encouraging. With Nevada continuing to add jobs, and unemployment leveling off, we must remain vigilant 
as the state continues its recovery from the pandemic and the potential impacts to the economy and labor 
force,” said Governor Steve Sisolak. 
 
o Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) Employment (Seasonally Adjusted): Las Vegas employment increased 

by 6,100 jobs (0.6 percent) since November, an increase of 78,700 jobs (8.7 percent) since December 2020. 
o Reno employment had an increase of 1,100 jobs (0.4 percent) since November, an increase of 9,700 jobs 

(4.0 percent) since December 2020. 
o Carson City employment saw no increase of new jobs since November, but still experienced an increase of 

1,400 jobs (4.7 percent) since December 2020. 

“This report shows a continued rebound in employment growth in Nevada with the state adding 3,700 jobs in 
December. This growth was spread across many different industries with the leisure and hospitality industry 
growing the most. The Las Vegas Metropolitan Statistical Area alone added 1,000 jobs in leisure and hospitality. 
The state’s unemployment rate continues to drop, with the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate falling from 
6.9 percent in November to 6.4 percent in December and the unadjusted unemployment rate falling from 5.4 
percent to 5.2 percent. The state’s labor market is continuing its recovery as we emerge from the COVID 
recession, particularly in the industries that were hit hardest by the pandemic” said David Schmidt, Chief 
Economist. 
 
 



Note: Due to data calibration there will not be a data press release in February. The next regular data release 
will be March 2022.  

To see additional labor market data view the department’s employment and unemployment dashboards located 
at www.nevadaworkforce.com. 
 

—###— 

ABOUT THE RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS BUREAU: 

The Research and Analysis Bureau is Nevada’s premier source for labor market information. A part of DETR, the 
Bureau is responsible for creating, analyzing, and reporting Nevada’s labor market information, in cooperation 
with the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). 

Visit us http://www.nevadaworkforce.com and Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/detrnevada 
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