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Executive Order 2013-16

AUTHORIZING THE RELOCATION OF THE HEAD START STATE
COLLABORATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD SYSTEMS OFFICE
TO THE NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

WHEREAS, research has shown that children enrolled in preschool education
programs receive significant positive benefits to their cognitive, social, emotional and
physical development, obtain higher achievement test scores, have lower rates of
special education placement and grade repetition and are more likely to graduate; and

WHEREAS, the Head Start State Collaboration and Early Childhood Systems
Office (HSC & ECSO) operates through federal and state funding to promote early
education and school-readiness for economically disadvantaged children by enhancing
their social and cognitive development and by providing educational, health, nutritional,
social and other services for children and their families; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of promoting the goals and objectives of the federal
Head Start Program and to develop a more coordinated state-level system to ensure
school readiness for Nevada's children, Governor Gibbons created the Nevada Early
Childhood Advisory Council by executive order on September 11, 2009, thereafter
continued by the executive order of Governor Sandoval on July 14, 2011, and
subsequently established by the passage of A.B. 79 during the 2013 Nevada Legislative
Session; and

WHEREAS, the Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council is tasked with
identifying, developing, strengthening and facilitating a coordinated effort among
various state sectors to provide high-quality early learning programs, opportunities and
community support programs to ensure the long-term success of Nevada's children and
its communities; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the State of Nevada to realign, relocate
and/or transfer certain offices currently operating within the Nevada Department of
Education and the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services for the purpose
of promoting, facilitating and furthering the goals and objectives for improving early
childhood learning and development, and

WHEREAS, Article 5, Section 1 of the Nevada Constitution provides that, “The
supreme executive power of this State, shall be vested in a Chief Magistrate who shall
be Governor of the State of Nevada.”

NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as Governor by the
Constitution and laws of the State of Nevada, | hereby direct and order as follows:

1. The Head Start State Collaboration and Early Childhood Systems Office
(HSC & ECSO0) and the Office of Early Child Care and Education (OECE),
currently operating under the direction and control of the Nevada
Department of Health and Human Services, shall be transferred to, and
realigned with, the Nevada Department of Education, Division of Early
Learning and Development. The Nevada Department of Education shall
maintain administrative, policy and operational authority for the OECE,
including staffing and contracts;

2. The Nevada Department of Health and Human Services shall continue to
maintain and manage the Child Care Development Fund, and shall
provide sub-grants to the Nevada Department of Education and OECE;



3. The Nevada Early Childhood Advisory Council (NECAC), as established
by A.B. 79, shall act as an advisory body to the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, who may present any NECAC findings and
recommendations concerning all things related to the Nevada's Early
Childhood Comprehensive System to the Office of the Governor.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Nevada to be affixed at the State Capitol in Carson
City, this tenth day of October, in the year two
thousand thirteen

Goverpfor of the State of Nevada

By the Governor:

A

Secretary of State
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