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Executive Order 2012-15

ESTABLISHING THE GOVERNOR'S INTERAGENCY
COUNCIL ON VETERANS AFFAIRS

WHEREAS, over the last decade our country has been engaged in military conflicts
around the globe, the burdens of which have been shouldered bravely by the men and women of
the United States armed services;

WHEREAS, veterans returmning to our state from these conflicts face significant hardships
while transitioning back into civilian life, including difficulty finding work, securing housing and
accessing adequate and affordable healthcare;

WHEREAS, many entities throughout the state provide services aimed at the unique
needs of veterans returning from war, including Federal, State and local government, as well as
private non-profit organizations;

WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon us as a society to provide the best level of service we
can to our veterans,

WHEREAS, my administration has already begun this process through the Green Zone
Initiative, an initiative designed to ensure that Nevada can attract new veterans and veteran
resources as well as optimize support efforts for the current veteran population;

WHEREAS, increased formalization of the State’s approach to the coordination of
existing veterans support efforts is necessary to maximize our efforts in this area; and

WHEREAS, Article 5, Section 1 of the Nevada Constitution provides that, “The Supreme
Executive Power of this State shall be vested in a Chief Magistrate who shall be Govemnor of the
State of Nevada.”

NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and
laws of the State of Nevada, | hereby direct and order:

1. The Governor's Interagency Council on Veterans Affairs (“Council”) is hereby
established.

2. The Council shall work to identify and prioritize the needs of Nevada’s veterans. It
shall further work towards increasing the coordination of State government’s efforts to
meet the needs of veterans with the efforts of Federal and local governments, non-profit
organizations and any other entities working towards meeting the needs of veterans.

3. Members of the Council will be appointed by the Governor and serve at the pleasure
of the Governor. The Director of the Office of Veterans Services shall serve as Chair of
the Council. The Council shall include representatives of the following State agencies:

a. Office of Veterans Services

b. Department of Health and Human Services
c. Department of Corrections

d. Department of Public Safety

e. Office of Military and National Guard



f. Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation
g. Department of Business and Industry

h. Governor's Office of Economic Development

1. Nevada System of Higher Education

j- Nevada Indian Commission

4. The Director of the Office of Veterans Services, in his capacity as chair, is hereby
ordered to seek representatives of the appropriate Federal and local agencies so as to
include representatives of those entities on the Council. Upon nomination by the
Director, the Governor shall appoint one member to represent federal agencies and one
member to represent local governments.

5. The Director is further ordered to seek a representative of the veterans stakeholder
community from an appropriate non-profit organization to serve on the Council. Upon
nomination by the Director, the Governor shall select one member of the stakeholder
community to serve on the Council.

6. The Council shall meet at least four times before December 31, 2013, with its first
meeting coming no later than October 15, 2012.

7. The Council shall deliver a report to the Governor on or before December 31, 2013,
detailing the activities of the Council and making recommendations for the improvement
of services for veterans from State agencies. All records documenting the Council's
activities shall be retained and transferred to the State Archives for permanent retention
in accordance with the State record retention policy.

8. The Office of Veterans Services shall provide administrative support for the Council.

9. Unless otherwise ordered, the Council shall cease to exist on December 31, 2013.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal of the State of Nevada to be
affixed at the State Capitol in Carson City, this third day of
July, in the year two

Governoy of the State of Nevada

By the Governor:

e

Deputy Secretary u State
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